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FROM 


New England, ac. 


WS .* 


ated yours, and ſince that we are —_ thac 
a QuoWarranto is framing againſt the Government of 
this place ; whether true or falſe I deſire you:40-fend 
word. I doubt not but in the mean. time ſayeral of 
your Diflenters will chiak ic a lictle hard, that theje Bueth- 
ren ſhould be perſecuted afar off, as they ery out they art 
athome; butif they knew, or upon knowledge conſider- 
ed, what a ſort of People the Inhabicants of thisGola 
are, I believethe very worſt of your Enthuſiaſts nd 
pocrices would not claim any Kindred with them.: - 

I think it great reaſon that the King ſhould make Inqul 
ry into their Authority, when they, live: altogether as, 
they denied his, and impoſe Arbitrary Laws.@9 al Tra- 
Gon hither, wichoac reſpec to their Fellow SubjeGs3 and 
moſt certainly the King has good grounds to ſuſpe®} their 
Obedience to him , when they live-in ſuch a continual 
courſe of Debauchery, chat by their Adtions one would 
think they were Atheiſts, and -as exempt: from the, Super- 
intendency of God, as they fancy themielyes unaccount- 
able to any Power, by being a Is within thow- 
ſelves, | As 


vw wo FI Arr we En 1 a Oy ” 


1.5] 
Asto their Religion, 'I cannot perfeQly diſtinguiſh it by 
name, it being a Hodgpodg of all Herefies. and Errors 
mix'd together, tIreonely Cement being Hypocrifie and 
Difſimulation ; ad nothing: keeps 'em Friends, but onely 
i: the fear of expoſing one anothers Knavery. An Elder is 
i I a Mungrel begot by a Jack Presbyter. upon the body of an 
| Independentyſter. As for the Rabble, their onely Reli- 
= gion lies in cFatiog all they deal with, and now and then 
to be cheated themſelves by their Paſtors for Conſcience 
fake. In a word, both Teacher and Flock are like Water- 
men, that look one way and row another 3; their Eyes are 
always fixed upon Heaven, while they tread the paths to 
Hell ; 'and have continually God in their. mouths, but the 
Devil ia their hearts and"aftions. 'Notwithſtznding all 
their noiſe and clamour againſt Perſecution, and the rea- 
ſonableneſ(s for a Toleration in Tender Conſciences, you 
may expe& more mercy from a Tark in his revenge, or 
fairer dealing from a Few in his trade. | | 
I have ſeen them whip ſeveral of the Anabaptifſt Princi- 
le in one day at the Gun, (the uſual Whipping place 
ete)'onely for ſerving God according to their way, as if 
they would allow .no body elſe to be in the wrong but 
themſelves. - Sto eats cc 
The Quakers are here a very ſuffering Generation, - and 
= By hardly one 'of the Yes avd Nay Perſuaſion, but has been ; 
abuſed ſeverely, and three of the moſt obſtinate were tied 
up; »ethiog but their Religion being laid to their charge. 
Lwould fain know what a bawling about Perſecution, free 
_ exerciſe for the Godly, and- Liberty and Property, - would 
have been in Englend with you, if ſuch things were ated 
amongſt you as ate here daily. 4 1695 FORT O71 
| Butthe moſt moot Inſtance of all is, that though 
they profeſs themſelves Proteſtants, their hatred is 'moſt 
enerally againſt choſe few perſons that are according to 
the Church of England; and if any man has the courage ro 
= - own 'himſelf of that Communion , they'll ſlily rhreaten - 
© him,'.and ſtudy: to trepanu him into ſome breach of their 
| 8 Laws, and'ſ{o make him either fine, orperhaps 'infli& a bo- 
dily puniſhment. They exaG chree pounds a year of ſuch 
# : per. 
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© Paliament being expreſly co. the contrary ;. and certainly 


Ta 


perſons for not frequenting their Conventicles ; and if | 
they come to inhabic with their Families, anle fs the Man 
or his Wife be a Member of their Church, they very cha- 
ritably deny Baptiſm to theic Children, looki upon all 
bur cheir own dear Cubs as the veg of IIa and Infi- 
dels. 

I wonder by what Authority oh thus Ly it over theit 
Fellow SubjeRs, ic being direQly contrarFto the 'Kihps 
intent, and the Charter of the place; all Perſuaſions be: 
ing allowed by Royal Leave, it being look'd upon as a 
Situation deſigned for Trade, not the propagation. of theie 
particular Religion. > - 

They-have all their Covernment within themſelves in a 

articular manner 3 they chooſe their own Officers, :-and 
Vw a Court which conſiſts of Eighteen Magiſtrates, which 
they call a Court of Juſtice, Theſe ſic as Judges in all 
matters that tend to the Execution of the Laws," which are 
always made by a Court of a General Aſſembly, which con- 
fiſts not onely of the _ of Juſtice, -but of a Deputy 
choſe out of -cachreſpeRtive Town belonging to the Maſa- 
thenſets Colony. | By this General Afi embly all Taxes = 
| Jaid onthe People, Laws enaQted, &c. Amongſt the reft 
they have a Law, which lays an Impoſition on all Goods 
whatſoever here imported from Exglend, which in my opi- 
nion is quite contrary to. the. Laws of Englend, an AQ of 


they uſurp that power, whereby chey claim any ching from 
Engliſh Goods," that have nad] His Majefty's Cuſtoms 'at 
Exgliſb Portsz and howthey came inveſted with this Pre- 
rogative, I believe they: will be pu to it to give an Ace 
count. 

I know ſeveral have been forced to pay one Peny the 
Pound, and no-redreſs could: be had; they being both Jad: | 
ges and ExaRors into.the bargain. 

They have ſeveral good and wholſom Laws as in other 
places, as againſt | rg Fornication, Cheating, Drun* 
kennels, and Buggery ; burconſidering their Aftions; all 
their Laws -Jook but "like Scarecrows, or for faſhions ſake. 
In their praQice they outgo the moſt notorious of Offend- : 
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ears! . 14 was chiſteitn compariſon of their lewd and 


Mſoln Forpications-and iAduleerics.. :For 'Eying and 
| fcuing they oatvie Jud R—— all chefatſe'Merchants in 


_ Hell.and the,wtorſt of Drunkards may here find Pot: 
+ companions: enough,! for all theirpierences ro Sobriery. 


 Jnaword, Ys of Men upon the face of the earth are 
' o.onmanne! n: their dueward gdifchiming apainſt'Vices 
in-patricular, more ptiiual ip practice of alt in-ge- 


le T He - an 81151 
- The Ghatizy.of the People a be gcfied-a at: chip the 
pumber at:Delinquents in tharkind ; there hardly paſſes 2 
Court Day but four or five are convened for'}Fornication of 
| Adpleery,! and; Convidion- in: this. nature are-very fre- 
5 after which -the: fair Convict is ſomerimes' turned 
0A Lay Elder; for chaftitement hu her forther fin, 
ind e commiſſion of 'a new ones |''/{ | 
Now moſt certainly if | Juſtice finds out fo many Tranf. 
gnclſoincs in\tlits kind, how many muſt the private ones 
amount co 2 I-maywithdutbeinguncharitablechink, they 
inclade a great ſs 'Tawn ;/ for private ſins (a5 theſe 
are) fetdom fall under publick cenſure, or at leaſtnor ſo of: 
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Ka, _MonAn——on Wife Jarbens miſt aotorious, ded ag 


the whole Herd, by pin __ the Horns on' ber Hustband, and their 
Head legder the: aftor 3 'who' poor man, t be bas the 
Gift of Saublifying = the'S pirit, fails 'wncb ins o the 


 fleſhg which gives orrofiin' (to bis ſweet Spouſe to fogele 
abroad for an Help-meet, and: once padticularly was caught,  ba- 
wing heen-et:the Tavern 'almoſt' all night with a Perſon well 
known bere, aud returning home to the old Gentleman, was en- 
countered byte ers ember | ory. mans another ) 
pretended. earc Husband y but 

is NE Ce ks the bibs DO fſoy their own 

wlivgsy, i and ber Credit, tiſmiſſed ber bome, nor" willing to 
| weke:ber 4 publick Example, left the wicked ſhould rejoyce, ahi 
IN us the ſweet mens C Deongh- 
ter: of | Lion; 
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] con!d name yon ſeveral" ochiers, 28 my Lady S—þ, 
my Lady P——2, and youhg: pretty Mrs. $——, Davghrer 
to a great Member ; rs: C—y Mrs, T—r, Mrs. B-—H, 
Mrs. F —=1n, Mrs. Riily Mri.'S—=—b, Mrs. M—sp, = 
Mrs. F—x all which'are well Willers, to the Mathe- 
maticks, and can tell how to advra their Husbands Heads 
with a Forked Coat'of Arms.” 

And yer further to! prove 'to' Fou yy agreeable this 
ſweet fin of Leachery'is'to then, "I ſhall give yau one 1n- 
ſtance more, of one who formerly bad. mardered{ her In- 
fant here, which was thrown 'into the Town >; © 
Infant! being taken ap, the Magiſtrates imniediately g Ps 
order for.the ſeatth of all rhe: Women in Fra fo 
fee if thereby they could find our 'the Maurderels ; ; 
this ſearch, ven the Murdereſstould not be fo 
yet ſcyeral of the Religions that wear 'onder” th 
mination of Maids were found with Child. 

{-1n ſhot, though! this Town harh buethree Colretda, 
$107 I, theNorth; the South, atid the oId one; yer few plas 
ces 'of greater' extent abounds with tnore Pimps, Procyrers, 
Panders/ &c, than'this does 3 ; ; and the leugeſt of em all is 
one PH AY 
ved _— ak Lying our Tnhabitaries are (1 bln) 
avi ar by themſelves, 'and the Villavies that are commirc 
ee A are without, number. "They make a 
there,  Took'upon wdgrkrys "or A commendable (ore of 
| Togenuity,; and vile" Adtions w Fa {parting 

4re afhathied of, Pie fun him that has the moſt skill to | 
commirc'a piece. of Ro; very.” a 

There was one == L—=t, a true Chip of the old 
Block, (Son to a Perſon notoriouſly known '>4 his dutiful 
Declaration, inſayinp, that rather than this People ſhould 
comply with! the Kings Power, he'd ſell the Country tothe 
King of *Spain;,” in imitation of his Fathers Virtues} being 
_ difpatch'd into the Weſt Indies with a Cargo of Goods, to - 
difpote of 'chem'as'Fator. This Fellow Thinkin himſelf 
ſeetre amongſt the' fymorant Indians, proceeds in his old 
merhod, and accordingly makes ſale of Twelve Barrels of 
Flower, at'a rate cerrain by the Hundred weight, and i 


in 
four 


[5] 

fonr or five days the Indian comes for the Goodsz but no 
ſooner had my Rogue L-—-t got his Chapmans back-ſide, 
but he cauſes the Flower to be repackt, and i then filled che 
Barrels with Stone 3 by which means he increaſed his ſtore 
to ſach a uantity, that he damaged the Indian Thirty Pic- 
ces of Eight. Buthe afterwards found ont, was ſued 
and forced to pay for his Knavery ; and if it had not been 
for very carneſt and importunate Sollicitations made on 
his behalf to the Governour, he had moſt certainly dif 
grac 'd the Pilory. 

Another Cheat which he committed was thus, and in 
his own Countrey too : He agrees with a Conntryman for 
a Horſe, and was to pay Four Poundsof $1eſathuſe: Mo- 
ney, and that to become. due; upon the Day of EleRion 
for aeWroers, "which is held held yearly. . He ..underſtanding 
ng eſs untry man could not ea makes the Bil] nies 

Hand'to be payable at the Day of the ReſurreQion of 

heaps willing belike to take time enough to pay 

or elſe in- hopes the Magiſtrates. had- no 

oe io that Day... The Countryman  honever ſues him, 
and with much crouble and charge recovers his Money, 

' his Fellow ſince his Father the d is reduced to a Mocſel 
of Bread, and in ſo low a condition, that he pimps:to; moſt 
of the Whores in Boſton. . Somecimes he threatens ro pro- 
fectite Strangers for debanching a Siſter or a. Coulio, &c. 
bue ſometimes after all his bluſtering be will. be contented 
withHalf a Crown. He has hisMates as bad as he is,and many. 
a Shopkeeper and Tradeſman as bad as himſelf; who..are 
ſo damnably addifed to Lying and Cheating, that ic is-dan- 

crous fora Stranger to trade amongſt them, . withour peril 
Inevitably ruined. 

In whatever m_ one. deals. with them,: be ſhall. be cer- 

cally Ne Ne either in goodneſs or. value; ſo.chat ic 

d be the wiſdom of Foreiners to .deal with;none but 
he FaQors here, who generally bear a..good conſcience. 
And yet amongſt them, all are not honeſt neither ; I will 
inſtance onely in one, who as | have becn credibly inform- 
ed, eto a Warchouſe burn'd down. not worth to. him 
above 80 and och he loſt not much by che Fire, y yet 


of 


[7 ] 
the Good Man had the. conſcience to charge bis Corre- 
ſpondents ſome Hundreds of Pounds for the loſs of theic 
Goods | z 
Ta ſhort, Sir, theſe B 


oftonians enrich themſelves by the 
ruine of Strangers, and (like ravenous Birds: of Prey) ſtrive 
who ſhall filten his Talons ficſt gpon them. 'Buc all theſe 
things you muſt know, Sir, paſs undet che notion of Selt- 
preſeriatioh and Chriſtian Policy. | 44.7 pd) ll 

As to tlicir Dr unkenneſs,chough they have a Law againſt 
it, yer they are ſo addiRed to ir, hat chey doubt wherkiet 
it is a fin or no;and ſeldom-go to bed withour muddy. brains. 
If you come into the company of one in ſuch 4 condition, 
you havean infallible Mark co know him by; which is this, 
you ſhall hear nothing proceed from his mouth. but Serip- 
cure Phraſe, and when he can hardly ſpeak any thing; tie is 
clearly for Cahting. Hence it comes that they ate {6 lilly 


e # ” 


and extravagant in their Prayers.and Ejaculations: : : 


| Lord,(ſays one) I thank thee that thon baſt thus ehrich'd thy 


Serwaut ; what am I, or what is my Fathers Fomily, that thou 
ſbouldeſt tbks regard me *> How baft thon filled thy Servants 
Cup, nay it runs over #Þ two bundred pounds © Thok boaſt gi- 
wen thy Servant as good an Houſe as the Worſbipful Mr.T——g 
tby bumble Servant, nay almoſt 45 good an Howſe. a; the Hononre 
able the Governour, but there 3s vat ſo many Bricks, O Lord. > 

| Lord, (fays another) I beſeech thee give me 1bis Cloth; 
tbek beſt promiſed that all ſuch as belong to- the El:S&ion of thy 
Grace ſhall not want ;; I challenge 1bee therefore on thy promiſe, 
thou knoweſt (0 Lord.) I want a Coat, a Pair of Breeches anil 
4 Donblet ; "tis true (0 Lird)) the Cloth 5s none of nine own, 
but perſuade the man (O Lord) to giut ut me. 

Lord, (ſays a third) hou knoweſt the pride of 1heſe people; 
and that it is for tbe pride of tbe prople that 1hou baſt broaph 
| #4pon #89 oll theſe Tudgments : O Lord, it 3s for the pride. of 1ht 
people I ſoy, O Lord if tho wilt not believe me, do bit look npon 
wy Cupboards Head, and there are @ Pair of Shooes with lovg 
Toes f0 them, | 427 

I wonder with what impudence theſe people can pre- 

tend to Religion ;. nay a fourth went further, and in the 

midſt of his Devotion forſootb, when ſome Milk chat was 
C on 
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41-84 
on the fice boil'd over, he left his Prayers and curſt his Boy; 


crying, God damn bim for a Son of a Whore, did be not ſee the 
Milk boil over ? | | 


' Another was at his Exerciſe, and a Cuſtomer knock'd at 


the door for a Penyworth of Nails; the Brother ſends the 
Boy to the door, to enquire'who it 'was; he returns and 
tells him, was a Cuſtomer fora Penyworth of Nails : ask 
him (ſays the Good Man) if he will joyn with us in prayer ; 
heigoes and returns with a No : why then (lays the Good 
Man) ſerve him Fobn, ſerve him. But of theſe profane Mix- 


tures we have abundance, chere being hardly a Shopkeepec 


inthe whole Town without a tang of this Leven. © 

A fixth Inſtance I ſhall give. you of a Lay Elder, one 
W——o., as he prayed inthe old Conventicle : Lord, (ſays 
he) thy mercies have been to ns manifold, for behold formerly it 
was but a mere Bog and a Swamp, where aur ſtately Townhouſe 


ftands 3 yea (Lord ) the Sea and the Tide came up where vow © 


our Boys play at Football. | 
| Now pray (Sir) let me ſee what the Brethren 'can. ſay to 
theſe things, and what Scripture chey have for theic War- 
rant, Nowasto the fin of Buggery, which though it be 
one of the higheſt nature, ' yet there be ſome of the Breth- 
ren that do love to embrace their Iikene(s, (co wita Beaſt ;) 
chooſing rather to have familiarity wich a Beaſt or a hand- 
ſom Boy, than uſe their own Wives. | | Sq. 
Whereof cakea [ad Example of an ancient united Mem- 
ber to his Charch, in hisreſpeQive habitation, who lived ac 
New Haven ; he was ſo extremely brutiſh, that he bugger- 
ed noleſs chan five ſeveral Creatures, a Mare, a Cow, a 
Sheep, a Sow, and a Birch, His Wife caught him ane day 
buggering a Sow in the Backfide, 'and threatned him with 
Juſtice ; bur he menacing her with Death, ſcared her, and 
ſo eſcaped that time, and went on in his Villany 3. cill he 


was deteted by two of his Neighbours, who brought him 


to Juſtice for the ſame, where he confeſſed the buggering 
the five ſeveral Creatures before mentioned, and 'was ac- 
cordingly executed. thn oe 
I had not given you the tronble of fo long a Letter, nor 
rakedin ſuch a Dunghil of Filth, but thar this ſort of Peo- 
ro |: ple 
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ple are apt to ſay, Stand off, for I am more boly than thou ; 
and under that cloud ſhall perperrate the moſt horrid 
Crimes that ever Hell ſpawned ; as Murder, Adulcery,Ly- 
ing, Cheating, Drunkenneſs, and Buggery ; all which are 
but Failings in a Brother or Siſter: though if a wicked 
man (ali4s an honeſt man) ſhould chance ro commier the 
leaſt of theſe Crimes,ſtreight ways all the Volleys of D-m- 
nation, that the envious mouth of an Hypocrite can dil- 
charge on him, ſhall be his lot. 

Ot chings and perſons though I could write much more, 
yer | ſhall make an end with a Relation of a ſeyere piece of 
Juſtice, done by one that is in Commiſſion for the Peace 3 
A Vincner in Boſton put up a new Sign called The Roſe. and 
Crown, with two Naked Boys being Supporters, and their 
Nudities Pendent : the ſight diſturbed one Juſtice S—r, 
who commanded it down ; and away were the Boys ſent 
to the Carvers to be diſmembered : but the. unlucky Dog 
of a Carver ſent them back again two chopping Girles with 
Merkins expoſed. This enraged the Juſtice more, and the 
Sign was ſummoned before the wiſe Court, where they 
gravely determined (to keep the Girles from bluſhing) they 
ſhould have Roſes clapt upon their Merkins 3 which is the 
original of our new Proverb, Vader the Roſe a Merkin. Sir, 
I ſhall trouble you no more at preſent, onely that I am 


Tours, J. W. 


